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Dear Parents, 
 
 
 
 
 
In less than six months, your child will begin a new chapter in his or her young life.  It 

is called Middle School, and it can be both an exhilarating and stressful period of time for every-
one involved. We all know that adolescence is a period of rapid change.  In fact, it’s been said 
that between the ages of 12 and 17, a teenager’s parents can age as much as 20 years!   
 
The teachers and staff of Jenks Middle School are excited to welcome your child to our school 
and work with you to guide them successfully through this important transition.  We are already 
preparing for the 2020-2021 school year by identifying course requirements and staffing needs.  
In a few weeks, you and your child will complete the enrollment process by making elective 
choices.  All students will be assigned to an academic team consisting of the core subjects of 
language arts, science, social studies, and math.   
 
We strongly believe in the premise that young adolescents should be engaged in learning that is 
relevant, challenging, integrative, and exploratory.  Because of this, we strive to provide a variety 
of elective options to appeal to a wide number of students, while also giving opportunities for 
skill development and cognitive growth.   
 
That being said, the scheduling process for over 1,800 students is a challenging and time-
consuming process that begins in March and doesn’t conclude until early August.  Your child will 
be given three periods for electives next year. Since we have a mix of year-long and semester 
long elective choices, you and your child should pick the equivalent of three class periods.  
These options will be discussed in further detail in this enrollment guide as well as during our 
counselor’s visits to the Intermediate school sites, and during parent information meetings. Se-
mester electives are subject to enrollment numbers and schedule availability.  We will make eve-
ry effort to fulfill your child’s requests, yet with the large number of students at JMS we do re-
serve some flexibility to allow for balancing of class sizes.  Students may be assigned to an alter-
nate elective if space is not available in a class that he/she requested.   
 
We look forward to a wonderful year and appreciate your support and guidance as you prepare 
your child’s enrollment form.  If you have any questions, talk to your student’s 6th Grade teacher 
about the enrollment process. 
                     
Respectfully, 
 
Nick Brown, Principal 

Jenks Middle School 
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Students will be assigned to an interdisciplinary team 
consisting of language arts, science, 
social studies, and math. Consultants 
will be used for students with special 
needs and students who are English 
Language Learners. 
 

The seventh grade language arts classes focus on de-
veloping an understanding of literature as well as both 
written and oral language. Students will focus on fine 
tuning their abilities to recognize, read, discuss, appre-
ciate and respond to various forms of literature, while 
also learning to express themselves in numerous ways. 
Differing types of compositions include, but are not 
limited to, narrative, descriptive, expository, and per-
suasive writing. Correct grammar, spelling, word us-
age, punctuation, and capitalization will be empha-
sized through written communication, and vocabulary 
will be expanded through study of word origins, roots 
and affixes, contextual meanings, and levels of usage. 
 
The social studies (geography) curriculum will expose 
the students to a variety of map and globe skills. They 
will be exposed to the complex blend of geographical, 
historical, political, economic, and other cultural influ-
ences which have had major roles in shaping the world 
as we know it today.  There will be continuous focus 
on the geographical themes. Students will also study 
current events of the world. 
 
Pre-algebra is the seventh grade component of the 
middle school math program for the majority of stu-
dents. It is designed to teach the strategies of estima-
tion, use of calculators, functions and patterns of math-
ematics, principles of probability and statistics, and to 
continue preview of geometry and algebra concepts. 
The student will work to solve problems individually 
and in groups. Manipulatives, graphing calculators, 
and computers will be used to develop these concepts. 
 
The student who is ready for High School Algebra I 
will be assigned based on satisfactory completion of 
pre-algebra during 6th grade or based on placement 
test scores taken later this year. Most seventh grade 
students can expect to be enrolled in Algebra I during 
their eighth grade year.   Students who have satisfactori-
ly completed Algebra I in sixth grade will be assigned to a 
high school level Geometry class. 

SEVENTH GRADE - INTERDISCIPLINARY CORE TEAM 

Jenks Middle School 

 Laboratory experiences, hands-on activities, and bio-
logical studies will be a major part of the science cur-
riculum. The students will study the features and the 
functions of living things, the processes which support 
life, and the relationships among organisms. The cur-
riculum is delivered through use of an inquiry-based 
approach which exposes students to the scientific 
method, lab protocols, use of scientific equipment, 
designing and conducting experiments, and use of a 
variety of charts and graphs to display scientific data 
and support conclusions.  
 

Students identified as gifted or any student desiring a 
more rigorous course offering may select either Pre-
AP Science, Pre-AP Social Studies, or Pre-AP Lan-
guage Arts. Middle School students are limited to one 
Pre-AP course. 
 

Pre-AP is based on the following two important prem-
ises. The first is the expectation that all students can 
perform well at rigorous academic levels. This expec-
tation should be reflected in curriculum and instruction 
throughout the school such that all students are con-
sistently being challenged to expand their knowledge 
and skills to the next level.  
 

The second important premise of Pre-AP is the belief 
that we can prepare every student for higher intellectu-
al engagement by starting the development of skills 
and acquisition of knowledge as early as possible. 
Addressed effectively, the middle and high school 
years can provide a powerful opportunity to help all 
students acquire the knowledge, concepts, and skills 
needed to engage in a higher level of learning. 
 

In Jenks secondary schools, students choosing to 

participate in Pre-AP courses should have a strong 
work ethic and possess a desire to tackle rigorous 

materials, responding in a manner that exhibits 
problem-solving and critical-thinking habits. They 

also need to possess the following academic perfor-
mance skills: organization, commitment to a task, 

dedication to meet deadlines, time-management, 
responsibility, and self-motivation. 
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SEVENTH GRADE - YEAR LONG ELECTIVES 

Jenks Middle School 

It is developmentally advisable for middle school stu-
dents to explore a variety of elective subjects. Seventh 
graders will have three elective class periods daily.  
 
There are some courses which will require students to 
pay for supplies, instruments, and/or uniforms. It is not 
the intent of Jenks Public Schools to limit student choices 
due to cost; therefore, any student who desires to enroll 
in one of these courses and is unable to cover the cost 
should contact a counselor. Teachers may be contacted 
for additional information concerning the exact costs that 
are involved.  
 

AVID  - 990 (ADVANCEMENT VIA   
INDIVIDUAL DETERMINATION) 
Prerequisite: Acceptance through application and inter-
view process. The AVID elective class prepares students 
with college goals for admission and  success in four-
year colleges and universities. Students receive instruc-
tion in writing, inquiry, collaboration, and reading strate-
gies in addition to note-taking and organizational skills 
that are necessary for success in rigorous courses. Stu-
dents will be required to enroll in a Pre-AP course in 
addition to the AVID elective class. 
 
 

Band - 0637 
Band will be available to any seventh grade student who 
has completed one year of band instruction. This course 
will continue the development of technical ability and 
will expose the student to various styles of band litera-
ture. The student will have the opportunity to represent 
Jenks Public Schools in various honor bands, solo and 
ensemble contests, and school performances. In most 
cases, the student will need to provide his/her own  
instrument.  
 

Strings - 0657 
Strings will be available to any student who has complet-
ed one year of string instruction. 
Participation in strings will allow for 
improvement through both method 
book study and music selected from 
standard orchestra literature which 
should challenge each student. Stu-
dents will have the opportunity to 
represent JPS in honor orchestras, 
solo and ensemble contests, orchestra contest, and public 
concerts. In most cases, students playing violin and viola 
are expected to provide their own instruments. Students 
who elect to play the cello or bass will be provided a 
school instrument. Parents and students will be required 
to complete a form accepting responsibility for this in-
strument along with a $35 maintenance fee per semester. 
A uniform will be required for performances that will be 
reasonable in cost to obtain. 

 

Chinese II  - 4423  
Chinese II is a continuation of Chinese I and 
expands upon previously learned conversation-
al skills. “Pin-Yin,” continues to be used in the 
classroom. Chinese culture and history contin-
ues to be an important focus in class. (Must have com-
pleted Chinese I in 6th Grade. at East Intermediate).  
 

Spanish II  - 4673 
An advanced high school level course. The 
course will focus on oral skills, reading 
comprehension, grammar and composition 
as well as studies of  selected works of literature. 
(Available for students who completed Spanish I for 
high school credit in 6th Grade at East Intermediate.) 
 

Yearbook—ENGL001 
Prerequisite: Acceptance through application and inter-
view process. Students enrolled in this course will be 
responsible for creating and producing the MS yearbook. 
Students will learn computer graphic layout skills, jour-
nalism, writing skills, photography skill, sales skills, and 
organizational skills. Photography experience is a plus. 
  

Vocal Music-B0517 (boys)   0517 (girls) 
Seventh Grade Vocal Music meets on a daily basis for a 
full year and is designed to allow the student to perform 
individually and in groups. The student will participate in 
district and area music concerts, 
contests, and festivals. Vocal 
music students also have the 
opportunity to work in the piano 
lab on a regular basis. Participa-
tion in all performances is ex-
pected as part of the student’s 
grade. An inexpensive uniform 
will be required for performances 
and a minimal contest fee will be charged. In 7th grade, 
there are separate classes for boys and girls while in the 
8th grade classes are mixed. 

 

Physical Education 
PHED017(males)   PHED027(females) 
Physical Education is a comprehensive program, de-
signed to develop and educate the student physically, 
mentally, and socially through organized leisure activi-
ties. Students will be given the opportunity to participate 
in a variety of activities while learning how to cooperate 
and follow the rules of games in a diverse environment.  
Skill development and instruction in volleyball, softball, 
basketball, soccer, hockey, team handball, football, 
weight training, and other organized activities may be 
offered, with emphasis on developing healthy lifestyles. 
In addition to physical activities, the students are provid-
ed with a health and wellness curriculum. Purchase of PE 
uniform (shorts and t-shirt) required.  
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World Languages 
Intro to French - 0217 
This course is designed to facilitate entry-level  
learning in French by allowing students the experience 
of engaging in conversations, providing and obtaining 
information, expressing emotions and feelings, and 
exchanging opinions in French. Students will gain in-
formation and understanding of French culture and will 
experience grammar usage at a basic level.  

Intro to Spanish - 0237 
This course is designed to facilitate entry-level learning 
in Spanish by allowing students the experience of en-
gaging in conversations, providing and obtaining infor-
mation, expressing emotions and feelings, and ex-
changing opinions in Spanish. Students will gain infor-
mation and understanding of Spanish culture and will 
experience grammar usage at a basic level.  

Intro to Chinese - 0257 
Course is designed to facilitate entry-level learning in 
Chinese, focusing on conversational Chinese as well as 
integrating Chinese culture, history, music, arts, and 
contemporary issues. Reading and writing are intro-
duced by way of Pin-Yin, the Chinese phonetic system, 
basic vocabulary and sentence structure are studied.  

Fine Arts Electives 
 Art I - 0329 
This class will have an emphasis on the Elements of 
Art and Principles of Design.  This class includes draw-
ing, watercolor, and clay exploration.  A $15 Art fee 
per semester required to cover materials. No prerequi-
site required. 

Art II - 0338 
This class will be a continuation and extension of Art I 
curriculum.  This class will expand on media use and 
skills.  The class will have an emphasis on 3D Art. A 
$15 Art fee required per semester to cover materials.  
Prerequisite: Art I. 

Collaborative Art—FNAR 330 
This art course will focus on large-scale, installation 
based works of art and is geared toward all levels. Art 
will focus on art-historical references, social engage-
ment, and demonstrating the basic elements and princi-
ples of art on a large scale. Students will work in vari-
ous media, including some unconventional and recy-
cled materials to produce these pieces. Work will pri-
marily be completed in groups, so students will have a 
photographic portfolio at the end of the course rather 
than a physical portfolio. $15 Art fee per semester re-
quired. 

SEVENTH GRADE - SEMESTER ELECTIVES 

Jenks Middle School 

Drama I - FNAR 310 
Students will explore a variety of activities which 
will provide an overview of acting, the theatre, cos-
tumes, and props. They will improve their communica-
tion skills, both verbal and non-verbal through individu-
al and group performance of skits, scenes, pantomime, 
and improvisation. Drama fee $15 per semester. 

Drama II - FNAR 320 
Students will continue their study of the concepts of  
theatre and acting, with more in-depth participation in 
performance opportunities. Improvisation, pantomime, 
script work, memorization, stage movement and thea-
tre technology will aid in these skill areas. Drama fee 
$15 per semester. Prerequisite Drama 1. 

Intro to Stagecraft - 0449 
The objective of this course is to introduce the student 
to the fundamentals of technical theatre. The course will 
include a brief history of theatrical stages and technolo-
gy. Students will learn the basic elements of scenic con-
struction, design concepts, theatrical 
lighting, and sound technologies. Stage 
management will be introduced and 
assessed through practical application. 
The course will begin with basic safety 
procedures and a lab contract. Participation in  Perfor-
mance Stage Crew is required for this course.  Stage-
craft fee $15 per semester. 

Technology Courses 
Computer Fundamentals- 0119 
This class will explore the foundations of computers 
and technology.  The student will 
learn to identify the parts and the 
functions of personal computers.  
Students will be introduced to top-
ics such as use of an internet brows-
er, how to establish and maintain an 
email account, using established 
search engines to find information on the internet, and 
being able to copy, save, and print documents.  This 
course also covers PC history, hardware, software and 
operating concepts.  Students will also improve key-
boarding skills. The students will also be introduced to 
concepts of digital citizenship as well as ethical and 
appropriate use of technology. 
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Jenks Middle School 

SEVENTH GRADE - SEMESTER ELECTIVES 

 

 

STEM Exploration - 0129 
Students completing this se-
mester long elective class will 
have the opportunity to ex-
plore Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math 
(STEM) in an interactive, hands-on lab setting. Stu-
dents will plan, document and build collaborative pro-
jects in areas such as alternative and renewable ener-
gy, audio engineering, video production, civil engi-
neering, electronics, graphic design and digital anima-
tion. The course will allow students to select projects 
designed to solve real - world issues in various tech-
nology fields. Additionally, students will have the 
chance to present their findings through multimedia 
presentations to their class, school and community. A 
fee of $15 will be assessed to  cover supply costs. 
 

Biz Tech - 0139 
Students will develop entrepreneurial skills and attrib-
utes through the use of technology applications.  Each 
student will create their own business and use Mi-
crosoft Office Suite applications to complete various 
projects relating to their business.  Students will gain 
hands-on experience with Word, Excel, PowerPoint, 
Publisher, Adobe Photoshop, and several other web-
based applications.  Students will also learn some basic 
business skills in this class. 
Gaming and Code—0159  
This course explores the world of 
gaming and code. Geek out by us-
ing visual code blocks to quickly 
transform ideas into games, apps, 
interactive animations, and 
stories. Students are motivated 
to learn programming as they 
engage in building games just like the ones they love 
to play (side scroller, arcade, adventure game, etc).  
Guided lessons from scratch.mit.org, code.com, tyn-
ker.com, KODU, and minecraft.edu are a few re-
sources that will be explored.     
Arcade days will be designated to show off your gam-
ing skills and share your game with others to play.  

Physical Education Courses 
Physical Education 
B717(males)   G717(females) 
Physical Education is a comprehensive program, de-
signed to develop and educate the student physically, 
mentally, and socially through organized leisure activi-
ties. Students will be given the opportunity to participate 
in a variety of activities while 
learning how to cooperate and 
follow the rules of games in a 
diverse environment.  Skill 
development and instruction in 
volleyball, softball, basketball, 
soccer, hockey, team handball, football, weight training, 
and other organized activities may be offered, with em-
phasis on developing healthy lifestyles. In addition to 
physical activities, the students are provided with a 
health and wellness curriculum. Purchase of PE uni-
form (shorts and t-shirt) required.  
 

Health and Wellness - PHED330 
This course will include learning about nutrition, 
fitness and how to promote overall health and well-
ness through life style choices. 

Enrichment Courses 
Introduction to Forensic Science-SCIE301 
  

This course introduces disci-
plines in forensic   science 
through inquiry based learn-
ing.  Included in the course is 
the history of  Forensic Sci-
ence, the    application of the 
scientific process  to forensic analysis, procedures and 
principles of crime scene investigation, fingerprints, 
physical and trace evidence, the law and courtroom 
procedures from the perspective of the forensic scien-
tist. Through hands-on inquiry based labs, and analysis 
of fictional crime scenarios, students learn about fo-
rensic tools, technical resources, forming and testing 
hypotheses, proper data collection, and scientific data 
based conclusions for investigation and mock trials. 
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Special Services 
 

JPS recognizes that each student learns in a unique 
manner. Despite individual differences, most students 
learn through traditional methods. However, these 
methods will not always be adequate to meet the 
needs of some students. The Special Services Depart-
ment exists to help the individual to achieve his/her 
full educational potential.  Each Jenks campus has a 
multi-disciplinary team that serves the student who 
qualifies for placement. Certified specialists will staff 
these classes and programs. Special Services include 
programs to meet the needs of the student in the fol-
lowing areas: hearing-impaired, orthopedically handi-
capped, mentally handicapped,  speech / language 
impaired, emotionally disturbed, other health-
impaired, learning disabled, visually-impaired, multi-
handicapped, homebound services, autism, deaf-
blindness, and traumatic brain injury.  

From the Counseling Office 
 

The counseling office at JMS provides a comprehen-
sive program to help the middle school experience be 
successful for all students. All members of the school 
staff will be working together in an effort to build the 
confidence and self-esteem of all students. Certified 
counselors are available to facilitate individual and 
group sessions, which will address the cognitive, 
physical and affective needs of the student. Counse-
lors are assigned based on students’ last names and are 
available to assist students, teachers, and parents 
throughout the school year. 
 

WEB (Where Everybody Belongs) 
 

WEB is a peer to peer transitional program that stands 
for 'Where Everybody Belongs'.  After an application 
process and training, identified 8th grade WEB leaders 
lead the 7th graders in small groups during an orienta-
tion on the first day of school, helping them become 
familiar with the middle school and answering ques-
tions.  Throughout the year the WEB leaders push into 
7th grade advisory classes to lead different lessons on 
problem solving, preparing for tests, gossip, etc. WEB 
is a program that helps students form connections and 
feel a part of their school community.  

SEVENTH GRADE - SEMESTER ELECTIVES 

Jenks Middle School 

Cinema and Literature-ENGL302 
In this course, students will ex-
plore the intersection between 
the written word and its adapta-
tion on the screen. The class will 
study how filmmakers choose to 
portray an author’s work and 
how that work changes and de-
velops when in a different medi-
um. Through discussion and analysis, students will 
build a knowledge of cinematic design, screenwriting, 
literary themes, and the importance of historical con-
text. Those taking the course should have an interest in 
films and storytelling.  

Conflict and Compromise-SOST301 
Since our earliest days, humans have fought. The root 
causes of these conflicts often determine the outcome: 
will groups cooperate or will they clash? These in-
stances of conflict and cooperation continue to affect 
the workings of government bodies as well as the daily 
lives of human populations. This course will explore 
human conflict through a political, social, and econom-
ic lens and will seek to answer the question: Why can’t 
we all just get along? 

PASS (Preparing for Academic Student 
Success) GNRL020 

This elective prepares students for rigorous course-
work in middle school and beyond. Emphasis is placed 
on developing skills in time management, organiza-
tion, academic reading and writing and oral communi-
cation. Students will set goals and engage in critical 
thinking techniques and study strategies. 

English Language Development  (ELD) 
The English Language Development (ELD) Program 
is designed to help English Learners develop social, 
instructional, and academic language skills in the four 
language domains:  listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing.  Placement in the ELD program is determined 
by the state required WIDA Screener test or the AC-
CESS test when another language is spoken at 
home.  The JMS ELD program offers multiple support 
levels for English Learners.  Our goal is to help our 
students exit the program and gain English language 
proficiency in the five language standards:   
Standard 1-  Social and Instructional Language,  
Standard 2 - Language of Language Arts,  
Standard 3 - Language of Mathematics,  
Standard 4 - Language of Science, and  
Standard 5 - Language of Social Studies. 
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SEVENTH GRADE 

Jenks Middle School 


