
Jenks Public Schools  

Board of Education Special Meeting Agenda 

Minutes Report 

January 11, 2021, 5:00 PM 

Jenks High School Performing Arts Center 

205 East B Street 

(Birch & F Streets) 

Jenks, Oklahoma 74037-3906 
  

 

The meeting was held at the Jenks Public Schools High School Performing Arts Center and also 

live streamed with public view and access via: www.facebook.com/jenksps.  

 

I. Call Meeting to Order 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:01 p.m. 

 

II. Roll Call 

 

Present Board Members: 

Chuck Forbes 

Ron Barber 

Melissa Abdo 

Terry Keeling 

Tracy Kennedy 

 

III. Pledge of Allegiance to Flag 

 

Board President Tracy Kennedy led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

IV. Special Recognition 

 

A. National Qualifiers – NASA WEAR Challenge 

 

1. Shilpi Bardhan 

2. Katalina Cortez 

3. Connor Davis 

4. Whitaker McManus 

 

Kayla Thornhill discussed the National Qualifiers for the NASA WEAR 

Challenge which is a NASA effort to seek students to address a challenge of deep 

space exploration. Using guidelines developed by NASA personnel, student teams 

designed concepts and computer models of wearable technology to protect 

astronauts in deep space. Sixty-six teams submitted design concepts for the 

challenge and the Jenks team was one of the top 15 selected from 12 states to 

participate in the culminating event. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/jenksps


The meeting was paused at 5:04 p.m. due to technical difficulties. It resumed at 

5:05 p.m. 

 

B. 6A State Championship Football Team 

 

Tony Dillingham introduced Varsity Football Coach, Keith Riggs. Mr. Riggs 

presented and discussed the 6A State Championship winning State Championship 

Football team members as well as coaches Kyle Cherry, Adam Gaylor, Nick 

Whitmer, Bryan Freeman, Mike Gaines, Josh Elmer, Justin Kay, and Justin 

Glenn.  

 

C. 6A State Championship Pom Teams 

 

1. Varsity 

 

a. High Point Award: Jenks Varsity Pom 

 

b. Senior Solo State Champion 

 

i. Lauren Conkling 

 

2. Junior Varsity 

 

a. Top Technique Award 

 

3. Junior High 

 

4. Middle School 

 

Tony Dillingham introduced Pom Sponsor, Tracye Stimson. Ms. 

Stimson presented and discussed the State Championship winning 

Middle School, Junior High, Junior Varsity (JV), and Varsity teams 

and then introduced coaches Lauren Woltjer, Tiffanie Fosson, and 

Kristin Phibbs as well as their sponsors, Rudi James, Amy Wilson, 

Chelsey Coleman, and Ali King. Each coach introduced their squad 

members.  

 

D. National School Board Recognition Month – Jenks Public Schools Board of 

Education 

 

Superintendent Butterfield acknowledged the Jenks Public Schools (JPS) 

Board of Education and shared the District is grateful for the Board dedicating 

its time, talents, and resources to JPS during an unprecedented year. Dr. 

Butterfield thanked the Board for volunteering to serve, without pay, 

especially during a pandemic. She also expressed her appreciation for their 

guidance, support, and sacrifices during a challenging year. Dr. Butterfield 



pointed out we are learning lessons through the adversity that enables 

everyone to continue engaging and educating students. 

 

V. Public Comments – (Restricted to specific agenda items as listed for this meeting.) 

 

Item V. was presented out of order and was instead addressed after Item X.  

 

VI. Finance 

 

A. Report, review, discussion, and acknowledgement of the Jenks Public Schools 

audit for fiscal year 2019-2020 conducted by Independent Auditors Sanders, 

Bledsoe, and Hewett 

 

Chris Gullekson presented and discussed the Jenks Public Schools audit 

for fiscal year 2019-2020 conducted by Independent Auditors Sanders, 

Bledsoe, and Hewett. Mr. Gullekson stated this is a required annual 

presentation and Jenks Public Schools does a good job in being 

transparent. Mr. Way stated Jenks has one of the most supportive 

communities in Oklahoma, as evidenced by the cash balance in the 

Activity Fund accounts of over $3,000,000.00. This is larger than the 

operating budget for many other small school districts across the state. 

 

B. Review and discussion of the general operating funds, revenue and 

expenditure budget, Treasurer’s reconciled cash report and investment 

portfolio. 

 

Cody Way presented and discussed the general operating funds, revenue 

and expenditure budget, Treasurer's reconciled cash report and 

investment portfolio.  

 

Mr. Way shared Jenks Public Schools received the State Aid mid-term 

adjustment notice last week announcing Jenks will be cut $2,682,170.15. 

This reduction combined with the cut earlier in the year, the District has 

lost approximately $4,065,000.00. Leaders are concerned. Until there is a 

change in the way virtual charters are weighted, this will continue to be a 

challenging issue. The State Aid Formula was not created with the virtual 

charter schools in place.  

 

Mr. Way also discussed Stimulus package monies. Although this is 

helpful, it is a one-time boost and the District will need to be strategic in 

how the funds are expended.  

 

JPS received large cuts but still has the same expenses with the budget 

established in July 2020. Reduction in expenses is the only option to 

offset the loss of funds. Support of the bond election will be on Tuesday, 

February 9 especially important.  



 

VII. Consent Agenda 

 

A. Motion and possible vote to approve or disapprove the following General 

Consent Agenda, items A – U (per attached) 

 

Vote to approve the General Consent Agenda, items A – U, and approval 

of Regular Board meeting Minutes from December 7, 2020 and Special 

Board meeting Minutes from December 16, 2020. Terry Keeling 

highlighted the donor’s generosity. This motion, made by Ron Barber 

and seconded by Melissa Abdo, passed. 

Chuck Forbes: Yea 

Ron Barber:  Yea  

Melissa Abdo:  Yea  

Terry Keeling:  Yea  

Tracy Kennedy:  Yea  

VIII. School Operation 

 

A. Monthly construction report and discussion 

 

Jeffrey Beyer presented and discussed the monthly construction report 

including the Freshman Academy (FA) design team is making progress in 

accessing options and making sure the HVAC system design meets long-term 

requirements with FA Phase 2 construction targeted for June 2021; the West 

Elementary playground master plan; and West Intermediate improvements.  

 

The meeting was paused at 6:06 p.m. due to technical difficulties. It resumed 

at 6:08 p.m. 

 

IX. Personnel  

 

A. Motion and possible vote to accept or reject resignations or resignation 

agreements received since agenda posting 

 

There were no resignations or resignation agreements received since agenda 

posting 

 

X. Superintendent’s Report 

 

Superintendent Butterfield discussed the gas leak at the Middle School. 

Communication with parents and employees has been shared to provide 

information in response to questions and concerns. Parents and administrators 

both want the students in school. District leaders have made the leak a 

priority, so students and employees can return for in-person learning.  

 

 



Repairs have taken longer due to the sheer size of the Middle School and the 

degree of difficulty in passing the final pressure check with Oklahoma Natural 

Gas (ONG). The Middle School is the largest single building in the District 

and there are literally miles of pipelines running within, under, and through 

the campus. They are located in the slab, mechanical closets, tables, offices, 

cafeteria, restrooms. In addition, it involves every connection, valve, and 

regulator where there can be leaks including pin hole leaks in the gas lines. 

Unfortunately, it was not one leak isolated in one area but also includes micro 

leaks that are extremely hard to locate. Each time the gas lines are pressurized 

to ready the system for a test, additional micro leaks can be created from the 

strain on the system. The leaks must be located and repaired before the system 

can be pressurized again. This cycle of locating, fixing, and testing has been 

going on for several weeks. Once the gas lines are fully pressurized, all it 

takes is a drop in pressure of .01 of a pound to fail the test. For safety reasons, 

ONG has a zero-tolerance policy. Naturally, we want to keep our students and 

staff safe as well. Late in the day on January 8, the test narrowly failed. 

Options such as off-site teaching are not viable due to Transportation logistics 

along with other reasons. The District is hopeful we will pass the next 

pressure check and be able to send a message for staff and students to return 

to school.   

 

The funds being expended on repairs will be addressed later as the focus now 

is rectifying the problem and handling the finances later. We are fortunate to 

have a supportive community and bond dollars that give us the flexibility to 

repair an enormous project like this. However, it does mean JPS may need to 

reprioritize some other projects within our Facilities Management budget. The 

next Bond Election will be Tuesday, February 9. Communication will be sent 

in the near future.  

 

V.        Public Comments – (Restricted to specific agenda items as listed for this meeting.) 

 

Item V. was presented out of order and was instead addressed after Item X.  

 

There were no Public Comments. 

 

XI. Adjournment 

 

A. Motion and possible vote to adjourn meeting 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Vote to adjourn meeting at 6:22 p.m. This motion, made by Ron Barber and 

seconded by Chuck Forbes, passed. 

Chuck Forbes: Yea 

Ron Barber:  Yea  

Melissa Abdo:  Yea  

Terry Keeling:  Yea  

Tracy Kennedy:  Yea  

 

 

  

Minutes recorded and submitted by: 

Kim Bourke, Clerk - Board of Education 


