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 FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION

What is Financial Aid?
Simply put, it’s money - but not just any money.  Financial aid is the money you 
and your family can get for educational expenses.  It’s designed to supplement the 
amount you and your family contribute.  You’ll encounter four basic types of financial 
aid: 
Grants are typically awarded based on need.  You don’t have to repay a grant. 
Scholarships don’t require repayment either. They’re usually awarded based on  
   special ability, academic achievement, religious affiliation, ethnic background or  
   special interest.
Work Study is a federal program offering part-time jobs both on and off campus.   
    You don’t repay work study funds because you’re trading work for financial aid.
Education Loans are funds borrowed from a financial institution or the federal   
   government. You must repay education loans, so make sure you investigate all   
   other alternatives before applying.

Where can you get Financial Aid?

Scholarships
It is important to remember that applying for scholarships is much like have an 
additional class. You will need to do research, write essays and meet deadlines.  
Students must be organized, diligent and motivated in order to be successful. 

The best place to find scholarships is through your Naviance Family Connection 
account. You will find scholarships under the COLLEGE tab of your Naviance 
account. Scholarships that JHS receives information about are posted in the 
“SCHOLARSHIP LIST” section. Use the “NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP SEARCH” 
feature to search a national scholarship database.  

Be sure to check out businesses, unions, ethnic or minority organizations, churches, 
social clubs, and community groups.
  



Federal Programs
Most students rely on federal programs for funding.  To apply for federal aid, complete a form 
called the Free Application for Federal Student Aid, or FAFSA. Seniors can begin completing 
the FAFSA in January of their senior year. Remember, if you want to take advantage of 
maximum federal funding for the fall semester, you must turn in your form as early as possible 
after January 1 of that year. To complete the FAFSA go to: www. fafsa.ed.gov

Before January of their senior year, students can use a financial aid estimator called the 
FAFSA4caster to determine what types of federal grants, loans and work-study that they may 
qualify for and receive an estimated award amount for each.  
To access the FAFSA4caster go to: www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov  

The following federal programs are available:

•	 Federal Pell Grants: 	
Awarded	to	part-time	and	full-time	undergraduate	students	who	show	financial	need.		Like	all	grants,	the	
Federal	Pell	Grant	does	not	have	to	be	repaid.

•	 Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants: 
This	federal	grant	program	is	a	supplement	to	Federal	Pell	Grants.		Funds	are	limited,	so	apply	early.

•	 Federal Work Study Program: 
This	federal	program	gives	you	the	opportunity	to	earn	money	for	school,	and	gain	valuable	work	expe-
rience.		It’s	available	to	both	undergraduate	and	graduate	students	with	financial	need.		The	amount	you	
can	earn	depends	on	several	factors:	need,	other	aid	received,	and	availability	of	school	funds.

•	 Federal Education Loans: 
These	federal	loan	programs	allow	you	or	your	parents	to	borrow	money	either	through	a	bank	or	direct-
ly	through	the	government.	These	low	interest	loan	programs	include	Federal	Perkins	(student)	Loans,	
Federal	Stafford	(student)	Loans,	and	PLUS	(parent)	Loans.

 
CSS /Financial Aid PROFILE
PROFILE	is	a	service	of	the	College	Board.		Colleges,	universities	and	scholarship	programs	use	the	
information	collected	on	the	PROFILE	to	help	them	award	private	grant	and	scholarship	funds.	You	can	
include	explanations	about	special	circumstances	on	the	application	so	that	colleges	and	programs	re-
viewing	your	information	can	make	their	decision	knowing	as	much	as	possible	about	your	family.		To	
see	a	list	of		the	colleges,	universities	and	scholarships	programs	that	use	the	PROFILE	you	can	go	the	
website.		There	is	a	charge	for	the	PROFILE.	
To	learn	more	about	the	PROFILE	and	to	access	the	application,	go	to:	www.collegeboard.com	



State Aid
•	 Oklahoma’s Promise is a state funded program to assist students from families with 

limited incomes who demonstrate a commitment to academic success in high school.  
The program proveds tuition payment for eligible students at in-state colleges.  Students 
must enroll by the end of their sophomore year. To be eligible, families must make under 
$50,000 at the time of enrollment and less than $100,000 at the time the student enters 
college.  Student must take 17 units of college-prep high school courses and achieve at 
least a 2.5 cumulative GPA in these courses along with a overall 2.5 GPA at the time of 
graduation.  

• To get more information and to enroll go to: www.okpromise.org   

•	 The Academic Scholars Program, operated by the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher 
Education, provides scholarships to academically outstanding students who attend an 
Oklahoma college or university. Academic Scholars receive a scholarship to help cover the 
cost of room, board, tuition, books and incidental fees for up to eight semesters. The ac-
tual value of the scholarship varies based on the institution the scholar chooses to attend.

     Students can qualify for the Academic Scholars Program by being named a National          
     Merit Scholar, National Merit Finalist or United States Presidential Scholar or by scoring
     at or above the 99.5 percentile on the ACT or SAT. For fall 2009, a sum of the ACT skill
     area scores totaling 133 is required. For information regarding the required SAT score and  
     to print Academic Scholar application go to:  http://www.okhighered.org/

Institutional Aid
Many colleges and universities offer scholarships and grants.  The programs offered and ap-
plications needed vary from school to school.  Most schools automatically consider you for 
these awards when you complete that admission application.  Some schools do require stu-
dents to complete the FAFSA or the CSS Profile in order to apply for financial aid.  It is
always a good idea to check with your financial aid office to find out exactly what they offer 
and how to apply.

NET PRICE CALCULATORS: All colleges and universities required by federal law to have a 
Net Price Calculator on their websites.  The Net Price Calculators provide estimated net price 
information to prospective students and their families based on a student’s individual circum-
stances. The calculator should allow students to calculate an estimated net price of atten-
dance at an institution (defined as cost of attendance minus grant and scholarship aid) based 
on what similar students paid in a previous year. 


