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Did You Know… 
Happy New Year!  

 
As we begin another calendar year, and the second half of our school year, I 
want to spotlight some ladies that we could not do without! You will know 
them as Miss Velvet, Miss Cathy, Miss Jeannie, Miss Jan, Miss Allyssa, Miss 
Lauren, Miss Tiffany, Miss Tina, Miss Mallory, Miss Chelsea and Miss Frances. 
We are proud to call them Southeast family! 
 
They come to work everyday with a smile on their face, a heart for the children 
they work with, a dedication to the success of their students and a desire to 
make a difference! 
 
Their official title: Paraprofessional 

What is a Paraprofessional? 
The prefix para is Greek for 'alongside another.' You may have heard this prefix used with words such 

as parallel, paralegal, or even paragraph. This word is most commonly used in the field of education, 

referring to an individual who works closely with a certified classroom teacher to provide additional 

assistance to students. 

Paraprofessionals usually adhere to the same schedule as teachers, though their duties and 

responsibilities focus specifically on providing learning support, generally to students with special 

needs. They are a critical component to the provision of exceptional special education services and 

supports.  

 

As I moved through various roles in education, whether it was general 

education or administrative roles, I have had the privilege to work with some 

amazing paraprofessionals. These staff members are well-trained and 



dedicated to their job. They go above and beyond to advocate for their students. 

They pay attention to the details of the day, celebrate the little things and help 

conquer the big tasks.  They work closely with the classroom teacher, Speech 

Pathologist, lab teacher, peers and administration. They have a BIG job! JPS 

provides a great support system in order to have a positive impact on our 

students and their families through the voice of our paraprofessionals.  We are 

blessed to have these ladies on staff.   

 

EVERY CHILD DESERVES A 

CHAMPION 
AN ADULT WHO WILL NEVER 

GIVE UP ON THEM, WHO 

UNDERSTANDS THE POWER 

OF CONNECTION AND 

INSISTS THEY BECOME THE 

BEST THEY CAN POSSIBLY BE. 


