
Scarlet, Red and 

Crimson
Scarlet: a very bright red with a slightly 

orange tinge; represents sin; sinful; 

specifically whorish (Scarlet Woman)

Red: Primary color, or any of a spread of 

colors at the lower end of the visible 

spectrum. Represents blood, political radical 

or revolutionary.

Crimson: deep red; bloody; deep to vivid 

purplish red to vivid red.



Scarlet, Red and Crimson

Scarlet:
burning, 

heat, fire, 

shame, 

humiliation, 

anger

Red:

Blood, pain, 

death, evil

Crimson

Passion, 

rose, stain



Nathaniel Hawthorne  
July 4, 1804 - May 19, 1864      

born in Salem, Mass.

•Father: Captain Nathaniel Hathorne (he added the “w” after 

college graduation) Only son. Two sisters. Loved books, not so 

much school. 

•Graduated from Bowdoin College in Brunswick, Maine (1825) in 

the middle of his class. “I do not want to be a doctor and live by 

men’s diseases, nor a minster to live by their sins, nor a lawyer to 

live by their quarrels. So, I don’t see that there is anything left for 

me but to be an author.”

•Lived in comparative isolation for the next 12 years perfecting his 

writing. Journaled constantly. Published 1st novel in 1828. So bad 

that he tried to buy all copies. Didn’t again publish for 25 years.



Nathaniel Hawthorne
•Published highly successful series of 

romantic/gothic short stories, Twice-Told Tales.

Published by college friend in 1837.  Reviewed by 

Edgar Allan Poe who praised it (a rarity). 

•He invested 1000.00 (all his savings basically) in the Brook Farm 

Community. Friends with Emerson and Thoreau. Influenced him 

regarding the influence of intuition over intellect. Became 

disillusioned with the whole idea and left Brook Farm in 1842. 

Used it as setting for novel, The Blithesdale Romance.

•Married Sophia Peabody and moved to Concord, Massachusetts 

where they lived in the Old Manse. Money problems after birth 

of first child, Una, led Hawthorne to a job as surveyor for port of 

Salem. Son Julien. Began forming ideas for novel based on 

Puritan ancestry. Custom-House based on this time. 



Nathaniel Hawthorne
•1850 published The Scarlet Letter. Only sold 

8,000 copies in his lifetime. 

•Became friends with Herman Melville. 

Encouraged Melville in his writing. Moby Dick 

is dedicated to Hawthorne.

•Published A Wonder Book for Girls and Boys. A rarity because 

there was little to no literature for children. Had another 

daughter, Rose.

•Moved to Concord and bought Bronson Alcott’s home (Louisa 

May Alcott’s father). Called it The Wayside. Friend from college, 

Franklin Pierce, became President of United States. Appointed 

Hawthorne U.S. consul in Liverpool, England (after he wrote a 

campaign biography for Pierce).



Nathaniel Hawthorne
•Died in 1864 in Plymouth, New Hampshire.

•Buried in Sleepy Hollow Cemetery in Concord, Mass. 

Pallbearers were Longfellow, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Lowell, and 

Emerson.

•Today he rests along side his wife, Sophia, Washington Irving, 

Emerson, Thoreau, and the Alcotts. 



The Novel 
•Psychological Romance/Gothic literature: romance takes place in 

a twilight half-world “where the Actual and Imaginary may 

meet.” Emphasized the intuition, powers of nature, and 

individual emotion.

•Puritan ancestry: William Hathorne was a judge who persecuted 

Quakers. John Hathorn sentenced many Salem women to death 

for witchcraft. Hawthorne was obsessed with the sins of these 

ancestors who reflected the religious intolerance of the Puritan 

society.

•Fascinated by the Puritan practice of branding convicted 

sinners.

•Concerned with the psychological effects of sin. His characters 

live on two levels: as real people and as representatives of 

something larger. 



The Novel 
•Opening chapters introduce all for the major characters, as well 

as the symbols that will repeat throughout the novel.

•The “A” symbolizes Hester’s adultery; yet her embellishment of 

this badge with fancy embroidery reveals that she retains pride in 

herself. 

•The infant, Pearl (Pearl of Great Price), another symbol of 

Hester’s adultery. Hester refuses to use the baby to hide the 

badge. One would not serve to hide the other. 

•The scaffold is the symbol of Puritan law and punishment, and a 

symbol of public confession of sin and the acceptance of God’s 

mercy. 

•Flowers as symbols; Hester’s prison is the black flower of 

civilized society--wild rosebush symbolizes “some sweet moral 

blossom.”



The Symbols 
•The Scarlet “A” (the meaning changes several times)

•Light/Sunshine and shadow

•Color: red, crimson, scarlet, gold, white, gray and black

•Puritan village (Boston), marketplace, forest, scaffold, Hester’s cottage

• Flowers, trees, brook and other nature

•Physiognomy (outward appearance reflecting the inward character)

•Magic/Alchemy/Science

•Eden

•“The Black Man” (Puritan name for the Devil)

• Reflection and mirrors

•Multiple allusions

•The number “3”



Bits and Pieces 

•pathetic fallacy - the fallacy of attributing human feelings to inanimate objects; 

“the friendly sun” is an example of the pathetic fallacy.

•Antinomian: a believer in the Christian doctrine that faith alone, not obedience to 

the m oral law, is necessary for salvation; to the Puritans, the Antinomian doctrine is 

heretical. 

•Heterodox: religious person who disagrees with church beliefs; unorthodox

•Ignonomy: shame and dishonor; infamy

•Papist: a Roman Catholic--the Puritans thought them to be heretics

•Pillory: stocks where petty offenders were formerly locked and exposed to public 

scorn. 

•Third-person omniscient narrator: Hawthorne will mix it up a bit with tradition 

3rd person narrator.


