
Jenks West Elementary 

Assessment Policy  

 
Mission Statement 
The aim of Jenks West Elementary, as an International Baccalaureate (IB) World School offering the Primary Years 
Programme (PYP), is to develop inquiring, lifelong learners through integrated learning experiences and authentic 
assessments. JWE students strive to take action to create a better world through global understanding. 
 
 
Our Philosophy on Assessment 
At Jenks West Elementary we believe that the main purpose of assessment is to provide feedback to students, staff and 
parents on the learning process in order to promote growth.  This process is ongoing, authentic and includes both formal 
and informal assessments that drive teacher instruction.  We assess the process of inquiry as well as the product(s) of 
inquiry  and recognize the role of student and teacher reflection for continuous improvement. 1

 
 
Types of Assessment  
Pre-assessment takes place at the beginning of instruction to determine student readiness. Examples of pre-assessment 
strategies might include: quick write, pretest, open-ended questioning, teacher observation, KWL/Think-Puzzle-Explore, 
etc.  
 
Formative assessment (Assessment for Learning) is used throughout the academic process to inform the teacher in 
instructional decisions for whole group, small group, and individual learning.  Examples of pre-assessment strategies 
might include: Wonder Walls, student reflection, exit slips, thinking routines, etc.  
  
Summative assessment (Assessment of Learning) is the culmination of the teaching and learning process.  It is used to 
determine student learning throughout a unit of inquiry and to inform teaching practices.  Summative assessment data 
is shared with students and parents. Examples of summative assessment might include: demonstrations, exit slips, 
student created books, research papers, etc.  
 
Student Self-Assessment is an opportunity for students to reflect on their growth and to set personal goals for future 
learning.  
 
The Exhibition* serves as a culminating experience for JWE 4th grade students. During their “Exhibition” unit of inquiry, 
students engage in a collaborative, transdisciplinary inquiry that involves them in identifying, investigating and offering 
solutions to real-life issues or problems.  
*Full implementation anticipated 2019-2020   
 
 

Assessment Tools  

Teachers and students utilize a variety of assessment tools to collect data. These tools include: observations, rubrics, 

checklists and anecdotal records.  

 
 
External Assessments at JWE  

Oklahoma Core Curriculum Tests (OCCT’s) are designed to provide information on specified areas of knowledge, skills, 

and content and are used to measure state mandated curriculum in the core subjects and/or skill areas of mathematics, 

and reading. The OCCT’s are administered to third and fourth grade students during the spring semester. 
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Internal Assessments at JWE 

Assessment Purpose Frequency Grade Level(s) 

Running Records Assess reading level 3 times a year K-4 

BEAR Spelling Inventory Assess word knowledge  3 times  a year 1-4 
 

STAR Assess reading ability and 
comprehension 

3 times a year 2-4 

STAR Early Literacy Assess early literacy skills 
and concepts 

3 times a year K-2 

ESGI Assess basic skills in all 
areas academic 

Ongoing K 

Jenks West Phonics Inventory  Assess reading skills Ongoing  K-4 

District Writing Assessment Assess writing ability Annually (Spring) 1-4 

Data Books Assess basic skills in all 
areas academic and 
developmental 

Ongoing PK-K 

ELL ACCESS Assessments Assess reading, writing, 
listening, comprehension, 
and speaking proficiency 

Annually (Spring) K-4 
 

ELL WIDA W-APT Assess reading, writing, 
listening and speaking 
comprehension 

As needed New ELL students 
(PK-4) 

CogAT Cognitive Abilities Test Available in Fall and 
Spring 

All 3rd in the 
Spring 1-4 as 
parents request 

 
 

Alternate Assessment Program 

The Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) requires that children with disabilities be included in general state and 

District-wide assessment programs with appropriate accommodations if necessary. This would include all state 

Oklahoma Core Curriculum Tests (OCCT), end-of-instruction (EOI), and norm-references (NRT) tests. It is the intent of the 

District to maximize the participation of students with disabilities in the reporting, accountability and educational 

benefits associated with state and District-wide assessments. Therefore, the Oklahoma State Department of Education 

has developed guidelines for alternate assessment programs for children with disabilities who cannot participate in state 

and District wide assessment programs even with appropriate accommodations or support. To obtain these guidelines 

contact the office of Student Programs 
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Reporting  

Fall Parent-Teacher Conferences: 

These are designed to give parents information about the student’s progress, development, needs and the school's 

curriculum.  Teachers should take the opportunity to gather background information, to answer the parents’ questions, 

to address their concerns, and help define their role in the learning process.  The parents should take the opportunity to 

provide the teacher with the cultural context of the student’s learning.  2

  

Spring Student-Led Conferences: 

Student-led conferences involve the student and the parent.  The students are responsible for leading the conference, 

and also take responsibility for their learning by sharing the process with their parents. Students can demonstrate their 

understanding through a variety of various learning situations/tasks.  Several conferences can take place 

simultaneously.2 

 

Teacher-Student: 

These are designed to give students feedback so that they can reflect on their work and further refine and develop their 

skills.  It is important that these individual conferences occur frequently in order to support and encourage the students 

learning and teacher planning.  2 
 

Written Report  

1. The school year is divided into four 9-week grading periods for which a progress report is made to 

parents/guardians. A student must be enrolled for the entire nine (9) weeks to receive a report for that period.  

2. Progress reports will be sent to the home at the end of the fourth (4) week of each nine (9) week period when a 

student has exhibited a significant change in performance. However, it is expected that every child receive a 

progress report at the end of the first fourth (4th) week period. Reports may be sent home for satisfactory and 

commendable work as well as when there is a notable change in performance. Additional progress reports may 

be sent at any time during the year.  

3. Pre-kindergarten students receive a report card at the end of each semester. Students in grades kindergarten 

through four receive report cards every nine (9) weeks.  

4. In pre-kindergarten through fourth grade, the following evaluation scale will be used:  

3 consistently successful  

2 progressing  

1 area of concern  

X not evaluated at this time  

Specific skills in each subject area will be assessed using this scale. Student performance will be assessed using 

observation, daily assignments, tests, portfolios, etc. Rubrics describe the criteria for the 3, 2, and 1 numbers on 

the report card. The rubrics give students, teachers, and parents/guardians a clear, concise picture of the 

District’s assessment standards.  

5. The teacher is responsible for clarifying all modifications to the parent/guardian. The asterisk (*) denotes 

significant modifications for students receiving services i.e., identified gifted, IEP, 504, Title I, RSA, ELD. 

6. A separate special area report card will be used to report student progress in art, music, and physical education. 

 

Assessment Policy Review 

As a staff, we will review our Assessment Policy annually. The Site Leadership Team will review the Assessment Policy 

annually to make revisions as needed.  
Sources: 

West Elementary Student Handbook 
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