
GRADE 9 

 

 Take the most rigorous curriculum possible.  A rigorous curriculum is the best preparation for college admission testing and success in 

college. 

 Work to balance academic, extra-curricular, and social demands. Pay careful attention to your studies, with an eye to the fact that colleges 

often cite grades as the most significant factor in admissions. 

 Try different nonacademic activities that interest you - sports, the arts, publications, community service, leadership in student government and 

clubs - to clarify your interests and talents. 

 Think about summer opportunities in community service and academic enrichment - and summer reading! 

 Begin your resume and update each semester.  

 

GRADE 10 

 Continue to take a rigorous curriculum. Focus on academics, study skills and overall time management to make life efficient and productive. 

 In spring, consider taking the PSAT 10. Juniors who score in the top 1% of students taking the PSAT may be eligible for the National Merit 

Scholarship competition. Taking the PSAT sophomore year will give you experience for the junior year PSAT and with the SAT. 

 Commit to a few major nonacademic activities that fit you well and start new ones if time permits. Be careful not to overload! Think “quality 

over quantity”. Colleges would rather see students do a few activities in-depth and make an impact rather than being a member of a long list of 

activities and clubs.  Keep resume updated.  

 Use Naviance to begin taking career assessments and exploring careers and colleges. Access Naviance at www.jenksms.com, user name: 

Jenks email without “@jenksms.com” and password: chromebook password.  

 Investigate summer opportunities in community service and academic enrichment. Challenge yourself with summer reading! 

 Families earning $50,000 or less should register for Oklahoma Promise. This will pay tuition at Oklahoma public schools for students who 

meet the academic, behavior and financial requirements. Students and parents should track these requirements to ensure that students are 

meeting all of them. Register and see all of the requirements at: www.okpromise.org   

 

GRADE 11 

 Continue to use Naviance to take career assessments (personality, strengths and interest assessments) and exploring careers, majors and 

colleges. Access Naviance at www.jenksms.com, user name: Jenks email without “@jenksms.com” and password: chromebook password.  

 Begin making plans in broad terms, to prepare a preliminary list of colleges, and to develop your testing plan. Begin making inquiries at 

colleges. 

 Discuss college plans with your parents.   

 Families should use the Net Price Calculators on each college’s website to discover the actual cost of a school for your family.  

 In the fall and winter, make an effort to meet with the college admission representatives who visit the Jenks College Office.  

 Early in the fall make a plan for ACT and SAT test registration. Determine which dates will work for you. You can register online for the ACT at 

www.actstudent.org and for the SAT at www.collegeboard.com. Research colleges you’re interested in to see their testing requirements.  

 In October, take the PSAT.  Juniors who score in the top 1% of students taking the PSAT may be eligible for the National Merit, National 

Achievement, and National Hispanic Scholarship competitions. 

 Consider visits to colleges on your list. Talk to your parents and the college counselor about possibilities. 

 Begin researching scholarships in Naviance in preparation for senior year.  

 Make the most of the summer before Grade 12: write a draft of a college application essay, challenge yourself with summer reading.  

 Continue to prepare for the ACT or SAT if necessary.   

 Continue your community service and academic enrichment. Update your resume 

 If you have questions about any of this, visit with the Jenks College Counselor.  

 

 

GRADE 12 

 In summer or early in the fall, refine your college list, work on your essays and begin college applications.  Meet with the college counselor, if 

you have any questions.   

 A four year college degree is not the best fit for all students. These students should consider technical schools, community colleges and 

military service.  

 Use Naviance to sign up for college visits at Jenks, to request transcripts and teacher recommendations and to explore scholarships.  Access 

Naviance at www.jenksms.com, user name: Jenks email without “@jenksms.com” and password: chromebook password.  

 Make a commitment to your academic work. Senior-year grades are extremely important in the admission review. 

 Take advantage of the opportunity to meet with college admission representatives who visit the JHS College Office. If you plan to apply to a 

college that visits, make the representative aware of your interest during the visit. 

 Research and apply for scholarships. The scholarship process is time consuming.  It involves a great deal of researching, writing essays, 

completing applications. It is important to be organized and persistent.  

 Maintain steady communication with the college counselor and update the college office about your plans. 

 No later than October 1, be sure that the college counselor and teachers writing recommendations are aware of early decision/early action 

plans and deadlines. 

 Apply to colleges throughout the fall and early winter. Many colleges have regular deadlines of January 1, January 15, and February 1. 

 Continue to communicate with your parents regarding your application plans. 

 If applying for need-based financial aid, register for the CSS Profile (if your colleges require it) early in the fall.  

http://www.jenksms.com/
http://www.okpromise.org/
http://www.jenksms.com/
http://www.jenksms.com/


 Parents and students will now complete the FAFSA in October of senior year using the prior year tax return. For more information about the 

FAFSA, go to: www.fafsa.ed.gov   

 In March and April, expect most college decisions to arrive. If you are placed on a wait list, discuss strategy with the college counselor. 

 May 1 is the deadline for students to reply to colleges with their ultimate decision and deposit. 

 

IMPORTANT WEBSITES 

 

Naviance: The ultimate college and career planning website – research colleges, careers, majors and scholarships; take assessments to help you 

identify careers and majors; request recommendations and transcripts and more: access at www.jenksms.com. User name is Jenks email without 

“@jenksms.com”. Password: chromebook password. 

College Admission Testing:  for registration, dates and deadline, go to: ACT- www.actstudent.org; SAT – www.sat.org/register  

 

FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid): www.fafsa.ed.gov.  Beginning Oct. 1, parents of seniors and their students will file for college 

financial aid at this website.  

OKPromise – www.okpromise.org  

NCAA: www.eligibilitycenter.org – Students interested in NCAA DI and DII athletics should register with NCAA during junior year.  
Core Course GPA Calculator. www.clearinghousecalculator.org  - Students interested in playing athletics at NCAA DI and DII schools should begin 
tracking their eligibility freshman year.  Eligibility standards have become more rigorous so students and parents must track this each year.  To set up 
account, use School ID: 371905 and School Code: 713688208 
 
For more information, contact: JHS College Office, 918.299.4415, ext. 2234  
JHS College Office webpage: www.jenksps.org, click on “High School” and then 
“College Office” 
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