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Sunday, October 25, 2015

Jenks Hinch Field


3-5 p.m.

9th Annual Buddy Baseball Event

Jenks High School Baseball in collaboration with The 
Autism Center of Tulsa is celebrating its 9th annual 

Buddy Baseball event!  Children are paired with Jenks 
high school baseball players for an afternoon of baseball, 

fellowship and fun!


The following companies and individuals help to make 
Jenks Buddy Baseball possible:


A.L. Bennett & Hub Int’l 

Webco Industries


Anonymous

Doubletree by Hilton Tulsa Downtown 


Hideaway Pizza 

Southwest Trophies


TGI Enterprises

The Trojan Shop


World Baseball Outreach

Coach Danny Morgan, Staff and Team

Jenks Baseball Booster Club Volunteers


Autism Center of Tulsa

A Special Thanks to the Families of all the Buddies 


Buddy Baseball Success in 2015
     
     It was an absolutely beautiful day for Buddy Baseball. Jenks High School Baseball players and 
coaches took the field for Buddy Baseball 2015. This is a joint effort between Jenks Baseball and 
the Autism Center of Tulsa, Buddy Baseball pairs area children affected by Autism with Jenks High 
School baseball players for an afternoon of fun, fellowship and, of course, baseball.     
     “We look forward to hosting this event every year. We consider it an honor to be able to play 
a game of baseball with these amazing kids,” said Head Baseball Coach Dan Morgan. “Our play-
ers have gotten to know their Buddies over the years. It’s heart-warming to watch how they all 
interact.”
     JPS says thank you to Jana Ketchel and her amazing team, Jenks Athletics, Jenks players and 
coaches, Jenks Baseball Booster Club volunteers, Trojan Cheer, POM, Trojanaires, Drill Team, 
OJAN, Parent volunteers and numerous sponsors and supporters who made Buddy Baseball a 
success today. 
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OK 74037-3900.

This Is a Message From JPS...
Parents can customize message delivery

     Jenks Public Schools uses School Messenger to send 
important information to families by phone, e-mail, and text. 
We understand parents want to customize how each type of 
message is received. School Messenger uses the categories 
of General, Attendance, School Hours Emergency, and Non-
School Hours Emergency. By following the directions below, 
parents can choose the method of how messages are 
received, i.e. phone, e-mail, and/or text. To customize, log 
into your student’s parent portal account on PowerSchool. 
Click the white arrow in the upper right corner, then click on 
“Contact Manager” in the screen that slides out. From here, 
you will be able to see previous messages and, when you 
click on the “Contacts” tab, you can customize the settings 
after you click on “Edit.” Be sure to click “Submit” at the 
bottom of the screen before you logout.  The calls that are 
sent out through School Messenger will come from (918) 
299-4411. Calls from your child’s site will usually come from 
(918) 299-4415. With these distinctions, you will be able to 
determine if the call is a message or from a school site.

Why Schedule Time for Teacher 
Collaboration?
     At Jenks Public Schools, we set aside six mornings per 
year as time for focused teacher collaboration.  These late-
start mornings allow teachers across the district to spend 
time analyzing student achievement data, sharing effective 
instructional practices, and developing or refining common 
assessments.  Unlike teachers in most developed countries, 
teachers in the United States spend the vast majority of 
their contracted time directly instructing students, leaving 
little opportunity for observing the classroom practice 
of other teachers, discussing and refining instruction, 
or planning for future lessons.  However, it is the type of 
collaboration and interaction discussed above that leads to 
more effective teaching and learning.  As Dr. Jason Perez 
notes in his article, Taking the Doors Off the Classroom 
Through Collaboration, “Teacher interaction can no 
longer be defined by the parking lot they share or the idle 
discussions in the lounge. A professional culture requires 
teachers who are willing to share, support, and explore 
together. Developing a collaborative culture will result in 
reducing teacher attrition, improving student learning, 
and creating the type of school that everyone searches for 
when they decide to become an educator.”
     Some examples of the topics teachers have focused on 
during the district’s first two collaboration days of this year 
include:

•	 Effective integration of Chromebooks and the Canvas 
learning management system at the intermediate, 
middle, and high school levels.

•	 Designing accessible lessons for students with special 
needs in the regular classroom

•	 Modeling STEM activities for integration in to the dis-
trict science curriculum

•	 Identifying effective word work and phonemic aware-
ness strategies for English Language Learners

•	 Analyzing student work on common assessments 
such as STAR reading and mathematics open re-
sponse questions

     This work enhances the educational experience for Jenks 
Public Schools students. We appreciate the ongoing support 
and commitment from parents and family members as we 
work toward accomplishing the district goals of Achieving 
Excellence in the Five “A”s and Realizing a Vision for 
Tomorrow.

Question
Compliment

Concern
Suggestion?
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Great Job Trojans!

Congratulations to JHS student 
Amandeep Kaur! 
     

     Amandeep participated in OKStars 
program during the summer. She 
pursued research in the laboratory 
of Dr. Rashmi Kaul and submitted 
an abstract for the Tulsa Citywide 
Research Day on November 6th. Her 
abstract was selected for an oral 
presentation – this is huge for a high 
school student and speaks well of our 
science program at Jenks High School. While all individuals 
who submit an abstract for posters are approved to present, 
requests for oral presentations are not a guarantee that an 
individual will be allowed to present their research orally. 
Abstracts are examined for appropriateness and whether 
there is enough information to warrant a talk. Her talk 
was entitled: “Interaction of diamond nanoparticles with 
human bladder cells”. She gave her presentation at the OU 
Tulsa Campus. Great job Amandeep!

Boys Cross Country Wins State!
     

Congratulations to Coach Steve Patterson and our Boys 
Cross Country team, they are the 2015 Oklahoma 6A State 
Champions.  This is their 4th straight state championship! 

HS Assistant Principal 
Mr. Beiler
Congratulations to JHS Assistant 
Principal David Beiler. David has been 
named the Oklahoma Association of 
Secondary School Principals (OASSP) 
Assistant Principal of the Year.

Coach Ron Acebo
Congratulations to Coach Ron Acebo! 
Ron is the 2014 – 2015 OSSAA Girls 
Tennis Coach of the Year!

Coach Tanna Smith
Congratulations to Coach Tanna 
Smith! Tanna is the 2015 OSSAA 
Volleyball Coach of the Year!

JPS Employees HonoredJenks Trojans are the 2015 Class 
6A-1 Football State Champions!

Congratulations to Coach Allan Trimble and our Varsity 
Football team, they are the 2015 Oklahoma 6A-1 State 
Champions.  This is their 4th straight state championship! 
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Site Teachers 
of the Year

Congratulations to Lori Bagby! 
Ms. Bagby has been named the 
Southeast Elementary 2015-16 Teacher 
of the Year. She graduated from 
Miami University in Oxford, OH with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Education and a 
Master’s Degree in Education with an 
emphasis in Language Arts. Lori began 
her career in the Jenks District 28 years 
ago at East Elementary. In 1994 Lori 

made the move to Southeast. After teaching first grade for 
several years she looped with a group of students to second 
grade, where she remains today. During her tenure she has 
served on numerous district and site committees. She leads 
by example in her role as grade chair. She was selected as the 
Teacher Representative from Jenks Southeast Elementary 
to accompany The JPS Superintendent and JSE Principal to 
Washington D.C. last November to accept the Blue Ribbon 
Award for JSE.  She approaches all that she does with a 
positive attitude.
     To say she is passionate about her job would be an 
understatement! Lori graciously mentors new teachers and 
has inspired many young interns to continue their journey 
in this profession.  She is quick with a smile, a hug, and an 
encouraging word. She is a natural at building relationships 
and making sure that all of her students have the opportunity 
to succeed! Lori is highly regarded by her peers and our 
patrons. Congratulations Lori, Southeast Elementary is 
honored to have you represent them!

Congratulations to Creed Archibald! 
Mr. Archibald has been named the 
Middle School 2015-2016 Teacher of the 
Year. Mr. Archibald graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree in English Literature 
from Westminster College in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. After college, he began 
working with troubled youth in a wilder-
ness program in central Utah. The work 

was demanding and difficult, but it pushed him towards a 
career in education. He completed Oklahoma’s Alternative 
Certification Program while working as the Native American 
Education Teacher’s Assistant at East Intermediate. The fol-
lowing year, he accepted a certified position teaching 7th 
grade Language Arts at the Middle School. Mr. Archibald 
is now in his fourth year at the Middle School, and he loves 
it. He teaches on-level, co-teaching, and pre-AP Language 
Arts. He works as the 7th Grade Language Arts Department 
Facilitator and the Team Leader for Team 7-1. 
     Mr. Archibald’s classroom is a relaxed and engaging en-
vironment. He believes that students learn best when they 
have autonomy over their education. He embeds managed 
choice into everything from writing prompts to reading 
selections. By the year’s end, his students are reading be-
cause they want to know what happens, and writing be-
cause they have something to say. Mr. Archibald is also a 
master of sarcasm. He keeps his students on their toes by 
constantly challenging their thinking. His classroom is play-
ful and fun, but still focused on the central goal of making 
stronger, more confident readers, writers, and speakers.  

Congratulations to Brittany Hix! 
She is the West Intermediate Teacher 
of the Year!  She is a proud graduate 
of Jenks Public Schools.  She attended 
Oklahoma Baptist University where 
she graduated Summa Cum Laude 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary 
Education and a minor in Spanish. She 
began her teaching career in 2012 at 
West Intermediate.  This is her fourth 

year to teach Language Arts and Social Studies to sixth 
grade students. She states, “I love working with students 
and staff that both challenge me to take risks and inspire 
me continue to learn and grow every day.”  The feeling is 
mutual.  Her peers appreciate the contributions she makes 
to the team in the area of literacy and assessment methods.  
She provides leadership to the site in numerous ways.  She 
serves as a technology coach for the site, currently resides 
as the site Professional Development Chair, and has led 
workshops for writing and reading at the site and district 
level.  She serves as a mentor for new teachers supporting 
them with professional development and assistance.  
Students and families reap the benefit of Brittany’s heart for 
students and her expertise for analyzing data to pinpoint 
areas of strength and growth for the students she serves.  
While she is always available to help others grow, she too 
sets measurable goals for herself and is known to be a 
reflective practitioner of her craft.  She is a role model for 
professionalism.
     She believes that learning is truly a reciprocal process. 
In her classroom she serves as a facilitator of learning, 
but students also serve an active role in the learning and 
teaching process through inquiry, class discussions, and the 
sharing of their own learning.  Students are encouraged to 
take chances and build upon skills that will not only help 
them be critical thinkers in the classroom, but also will serve 
them throughout all of life.  Ultimately, she wants students 
to understand that no matter their background, their 
personality, or their depth of knowledge, that each of them 
has a voice; they have something to say and it matters.

Jenks Public Schools congratulates the following 
educators for being chosen as Site Teachers of the Year.
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Congratulations to Allison Conch! 
She is the West Elementary 2015-2016  
Teacher of the Year!  Ms. Conch has a 
Bachelor’s of Science in Communications 
disorders from OU, a Master’s of Arts in 
Speech Language Pathology from OU 
HSC and she is currently working on 
her PHD in Administration, Curriculum 
and Supervision from OU.  As a Speech 

and Language Pathologist, Allison has brought vision, 
understanding, and advocacy for our special education 
students.  She is also a voice and advocate for students 
from planning a schedule that is least disruptive to their 
classroom time, to masterfully crafting lessons with 
classroom teachers that directly support special education 
students’ classroom learning.  Allison works with a team 
of colleagues (special education teachers and regular 
education teachers) to help bridge learning gaps for 
students and build necessary background knowledge.  When 
students return to the classroom they are more confident 
and are better able to contribute to class discussions and 
learning experiences.  Over the past four years, Allison 
has worked collaboratively alongside other specialists and 
regular education teachers to develop and refine a writing 
lab for students with disabilities.  This writing lab has 
enhanced our special education students’ writing abilities, 
giving them tools and confidence to tackle writing projects 
and experience success.  Allison is in her third year as 
Instructional Technology Coordinator at JWE.  She assists 
with teachers and students in accessing and integrating 
technology including supports and creative uses with 
google docs.  With her modeling, support, and instructional 
leadership, Google Docs has become a common tool that 
has streamlined efficiency of communication among staff, 
students, and families. 
     Allison’s professionalism reaches across our site and 
district.  Allison shows a team approach in all she does.  Last 
school year she was awarded the “EMSA Everyday Hero 
Award” for working with a team of staff members who 
saved the life of a West Elementary student.   She is easy 
to work with and respectful of other professionals while 
maintaining focus and dedication to her students.  She 
has participated in the Teaching and Learning Leadership 
Development Program at Jenks Public Schools.  Allison has 
presented and trained teachers in the area of language 
disorders in English Language Learners and autism.  At 
the district level she has conducted training in writer’s 
workshop, figurative language, and special education 
training for Speech-Language Pathologists who are new 
to our district.  During the last two school years, Allison 
has mentored and supervised two new speech-language 
pathologists for them to obtain their licenses.  Currently, 
Allison is training colleagues across the site on a new 
state adopted computer software program for managing 
individual education plans.  Allison is a lifelong learner, 
and models this daily in her work with students and 
colleagues.  Allison states that “Communication is the 
foundation for learning. My role is to help all students in 
that endeavor to be successful learners.”

Congratulations to Tricia Harsley!  
Ms. Harsley is the East Intermediate 
Teacher of the Year.  Ms. Harsley grew 
up in Chicago and moved to Texas to 
attend Texas Wesleyan University.  She 
graduated Summa Cum Laude with a 
bachelor’s degree in Mass Communica-
tions.  After working with United Cere-
bral Palsy, she received her alternative 
certification in Special Education.  She 

taught Severe and Profound for five years and then moved 
into general education.  She has earned a Master’s Degree 
in Education as a Reading Specialist from Tarleton State 
University and has taught for 18 years, the last three here 
in JPS.  This year, she became the librarian and is working 
towards her Master’s in Library Science at NSU. 
      Ms. Harsley has served on numerous committees includ-
ing new teacher orientation, textbook, and bond allocations.  
Her philosophy of teaching is “I set the climate for my class 
and now for the library.  If I am excited and happy to see 
my students and interested in them, they are excited about 
working with me to learn.”   Tricia says, “One of my favorite 
parts of my new position as librarian is to collaborate with 
all the teachers on my campus and show them what the li-
brary can do for them.”  Favorite quote: Students don’t care 
how much you know until they know how much you care. 
(anonymous)   She is the author of three children’s books.  

Congratulations to Clifton Raphael! 
He has been named the High School's 
2015-2016 Teacher of the Year.  Prior to 
re-launching the JHS film/video program 
12 years ago, Mr. Raphael worked 
more than two decades for network 
TV affiliates in Tennessee and Virginia, 
where he did just about everything 
from directing newscasts to hosting a 

children's program.  He even directed a live studio wrestling 
show!
     Mr. Raphael graduated magna cum laude from Duke 
University, with a degree in English and psychology.  Two 
years ago, he added a Master of Fine Arts in screenwriting 
and film studies.  Under Mr. Raphael's guidance, his students 
have won a professional regional Emmy, three full-ride 
scholarships to Ithaca College's school of communications, 
an unprecedented four top awards in the YoungArts 
competition (including all-expense-paid trips to Miami to 
study Cinematic Arts, plus cash awards totaling $23,000), 
and honors at every prize level in C-SPAN's national student 
documentary competition (including the $5,000 grand 
prize, two $3,000 first prizes and numerous $1,500, $750, 
and $250 awards).
      In his spare time, Mr. Raphael enjoys reading about 
history and film.  He and his wife Laura share a passion for 
art museums and going to the movies to check out the 
latest Oscar contenders.  Mr. Raphael serves on the board 
of directors for Tulsa's historic Circle Cinema, the Oklahoma 
Arts Institute's Film and Video Advisory Panel, and the Tulsa 
Mayor's Advisory Council on Film and Music.  He has also 
served as a documentary judge for numerous regions of the 
National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences, and as 
judge and film educator for Oklahoma City's deadCENTER 
Film Festival.
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Congratulations to Kristi Foreman!  
Ms. Foreman is the 2015-2016 Freshman 
Academy Teacher of the Year. She 
currently teaches Special Education 
Language Arts and is an assistant coach 
for the Lady Trojan soccer team. Since 
completing multiple degrees with spe-
cialties in Mental Retardation, Learning 
Disabilities and Emotional Disturbances, 
Ms. Foreman has taught Special 

Education for 21 years, 17 at Jenks Public Schools. At the 
Middle School, she developed and implemented a highly 
successful therapeutic program for Emotionally Disturbed 
students before moving to the Freshman Academy in 
2008.  During her 17 years at Jenks Public Schools, she has 
also worked as a Special Olympics Coach and Site Special 
Education Coordinator. 
     In 2012, Ms. Foreman trained in the Smart Step Literacy 
Lab program and has since immersed her classes in the 
workshop approach to reading and writing instruction. She 
models her reading and writing and works alongside them 
until they all achieve success together. According to Kristi, 
“I think the biggest benefit of that apprenticeship model, is 
that you’re with them. And they want you in the game with 
them.”  She believes that all students have the desire to 
be successful.  In describing her approach to teaching, Ms. 
Foreman says, “I encourage them to take risks and to trust 
themselves enough to try.”  She is a great role model for 
both teachers and students at Jenks Freshman Academy.

Congratulations to Veronica Smith! 
Mrs. Smith is East Elementary’s 2015-16 
Teacher of the Year. Mrs. Smith has been 
a teacher at Jenks East Elementary for 
the last 8 years, and has served in many 
capacities during that time. Currently 
she is a 2nd grade teacher in our Dual-
Language program. Mrs. Smith exhibits 
genuine joy for the profession and her 

attitude is infectious with students, parents, and colleagues. 
She never misses an opportunity to make someone’s day 
as evidenced by the countless times you see her sharing a 
laugh, smile, or embrace with another person on campus 
or how she cheers and plays music for our students on the 
track during the morning walk! Mrs. Smith is a dynamic and 
engaging teacher who really understands the importance 
of relationships and community in her classroom. She has 
made lasting impressions on numerous students and fami-
lies, and has been regarded as one of those teachers that 
kids “talk about years after being in her classroom”. 
      Beyond her excellence as a practitioner, Mrs. Smith is 
also a tremendous leader. Mrs. Smith serves on the JEE Site 
Leadership Team, and regularly contributes to the collective 
problem solving and planning that takes place in those set-
tings. As a co-chair for the 2nd grade team, she helps to plan 
for family engagement, curriculum pacing, program imple-
mentation, communication, and much more. She is always 
eager to share and collaborate with her peers and takes the 
time to not only share, but listen and learn from others. This 
has been exhibited also in the way she mentors and sup-
ports teachers that are new to Jenks East Elementary. She is 
a leader on our site, and through our district, in developing 
young writers. Her partnership in the writing cohorts as a 
participant and trainer has been celebrated and praised by 
many as she lends her pragmatic and practical approach to 
student writing. Mrs. Smith is truly one of a kind, and we’re 
delighted to have her representing Jenks East Elementary as 
our 2015-16 Teacher of the Year! 

Congratulations to Sherrie Swezey!  She is the Alternative Center Teacher of the Year. After grad-
uating from the University of Tulsa with an accounting degree, Ms. Sherrie Swezey worked for seven 
years in the oil and gas industry. Ms. Swezey’s professional experience continued in commercial real es-
tate and created a strong foundation for teaching real world lessons to students today at Jenks Alterna-
tive Center. As her son Matt, her pride and joy, began attending Jenks East Elementary, Sherrie Swezey, 
began volunteering at the school. As she worked with teachers and helped students, she gained a new 
appreciation of the role teacher’s play in helping students reach their full potential. After her son gradu-
ated from Jenks High School in 2005, Sherrie began a new journey in a new career; the career of becom-
ing a teacher. In her quest to make a positive difference, Sherrie began substitute teaching and working 
toward her teacher certification. In all of her experiences of substitute teaching, one place stood out, 

Jenks Alternative Center. Ms. Swezey knew this was the school where she wanted to work. Ms. Swezey says, “I knew I 
wanted to be a part of that awesome group that made such a big difference in the lives of their students. Five years later 
the staff has hardly changed. It is like being part of a very large family and I feel very fortunate to be here.”
     ‘As the ROARS (Reaching Out to At Risk Students) program facilitator, Ms. Swezey has the opportunity to really get to 
know her students as each class time is 3 hours a day. Ms. Swezey greets each student at the door and always has a posi-
tive comment to offer each student. In addition to making the learning environment appealing academically, Ms. Swezey 
provides popcorn that can be smelled down the corridor of JAC each afternoon around 2:30pm, as the Roars students take 
a break from the rigorous courses on-line. To increase her students’ learning potential, Ms. Swezey allows the students to 
play chess, make music and to always build positive friendships during their break. Her classroom effectiveness stems from 
her teaching philosophy, “To earn respect, I have to give respect.”
     Ms. Swezey shares she enjoys coming to school every day and she values the challenge of empowering her students to 
excel not only in academics, but in life. She shares, “They will probably have to force me to retire someday from JAC, be-
cause the people there are like my family and the students who have come and gone will have a part of my heart forever.”

Site Teachers of the Year cont.
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