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Purpose: The purpose of the JMS Grading and Late Work Policy is to communicate 
expectations for student participation in the learning process. Our goal is for 100% of 
students to experience academic success in all of their coursework. Towards that end, 
we strive to foster a school-wide climate that rewards and acknowledges hard work, 
responsibility, persistence, teamwork, and problem solving. We also acknowledge that 
different students learn new skills and content at different rates. Therefore, this policy 
reflects the attitude that mistakes are part of the learning process; that learning is not 
always linear; and that effort and tenacity are important ingredients of success.  

As a general rule, semester grades for the majority of academic courses at the middle 
school will be weighted as detailed in the chart below. 

 

Demonstration of Content Knowledge 
and Skills (80% of semester grade). 
Examples include but are not limited to: 

Learning Activities generally related to 
student preparation, practice, extension, 
or enrichment (20% of semester grade). 
Examples include:   

Formative assessments  Homework  

Summative assessments (chapter tests, 
unit tests, semester finals) 

Warm-ups/bell work 

Common assessments (benchmark tests) Organization (agenda, notebooks, etc.)  

Science Inquiry/lab reports Collaboration (any group work-see note) 

Research papers and/or reports Participation and effort 

Essays and compositions Independent classroom practice of new 
skills  

Culminating projects or performances, 
debates, art projects, oral presentations etc.  

Extension and enrichment 

Other products designed to measure 
student performance to academic 
standards for the assigned class 

Anything that is done mostly away from 
school 

* Group work: Only individual learning components of a group project go into the 80% 
category; anything that cannot be identified or accounted for individually goes into the 
20% category. 

Grading Policy 

 It is the responsibility of teachers to have well prepared and meaningful lessons. 

 Assignments given by teachers are integral parts of the instructional process; 
therefore, each should be completed by students to maximize learning and to 
provide assessment of student skills. 

 Teachers will set reasonable due dates for assignments allowing for adequate 
time to complete each lesson and associated projects. 
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 It is the responsibility of the students to complete assignments by the appropriate 
due date(s). 

 As a courtesy and means of student support, teachers are expected to 
communicate the due dates for major projects and tests to parents. Typically, this 
will be done via electronic means such as mass emails or text messages or 
posting on class webpages/PowerSchool.  

 It remains the primary responsibility of the student to record details of the 
assignments and due dates for assignments, tests, and projects. 

 It is the responsibility of parents to monitor their child’s progress in school, to 
include the student’s current academic performance and completion of 
homework and projects. 

 It is the responsibility of the parent to establish regular study times at home for 
the student to accomplish the assigned schoolwork. 

 
Reassessment 

 Major items in the 80% category will be considered for retake unless otherwise 
communicated in advance to students. 

 The plan for reassessment will be completed by the individual teacher/student. 
Failure to comply with the reassessment plan = original grade of D/F 

 Based on teacher discretion, students may have the opportunity to retake 
portions of the assessment versus the entire assessment.  

Time Frame for Retakes 
 The teacher will determines the retake date, typically within one week from the 

time of the failing grade.  
 Students may earn up to 70% of the original assignment value on a retake 

assignment.  
 

Late Work Policy (for the 80% category) 

 Failure to turn in a completed major assignment on the day it is due will result in 
a minimum 10% reduction of the final grade. 

 Students will have one week to complete any late assignments. Tests or other 
summative assessments missed due to absence will be completed upon the 
student’s return to class, in accordance with the school absences policy.  

 Major assignments that are not completed after one week will be documented as 
a failing grade. 
 

Late Work Policy (for the 20% category) 

 Students are expected to complete and turn in all assignments on time.  

 Students may turn in assignments one day late with a 10% reduction in the final 
grade.  

 Work that is not completed after one additional day may be documented as a 
failing grade. 


