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Admissions Terms

Early decision
The application process in which students make a commitment to a first-choice 
institution where, if admitted, they definitely will enroll. Note: A student is released 
from an early decision obligation if a financial award is not adequate.

Early action
The application process in which students make application to an institution of 
preference and receive a decision well in advance of the institution’s regular response 
date. Students are not obligated to accept the admission offer or to submit a deposit 
until the regular reply date.

Early notification/Priority notification/Assured admission
A policy where students file applications early in the admissions process and receive 
an admissions decision early. 

Rolling admissions
The application process in which an institution reviews applications as they are 
completed and offers admission to students throughout the admission cycle, as 
applications are reviewed. OU, OSU and TU all have rolling admissions policies. 

Provisional admission Summer start Provisional - Admission with academic 
conditions that must be met for an applicant to officially enroll in an institution. 
Summer start - Admission with the condition that the applicant must enroll in the 
summer.

Early admissions
A program by which a college accepts high school students for entrance to college 
before high school graduation. (This term is often used incorrectly to mean Early 
decision/Early action.)



Candidate reply date agreement
Sponsored by NACAC, this agreement establishes a common date, May 1, as the earliest 
time a college may require an accepted applicant to notify the college that the applicant 
plans to attend.

Wait list
An admission decision option utilized by institutions to protect against shortfalls in enroll-
ment (not to manipulate yield). An institution does not initially offer or deny admission, but 
extends the possibility of admission in the future, before the institution’s admissions cycle is 
concluded.

Financial Aid Terms
CSS Profile
A financial aid application administered by the College Board, employed by many private 
colleges to supplement the FAFSA. Register for the Profile at www.collegeboard.com.

Cost of Attendance (COA)
A student’s cost of attendance includes tuition and fees, room and board expenses while at-
tending school, and allowances for books and supplies, transportation, loan fees (if applica-
ble), dependent care costs, cost related to a disability, and other miscellaneous expenses. 
The cost of attendance is calculated on each school’s cost within guidelines established by 
federal statue. The cost of attendance is used with a student’s Expected Family Contribu-
tion (EFC) to determine the student’s need for financial aid.

Expected Family Contribution (EFC)
The amount, determined by a formula Congress established, that a student’s family is ex-
pected to contribute toward the cost of attendance. It is determined for the purposes of the 
federal, state, and institutional need-based SFA programs. The EFC is printed on the front 
of a Student Aid Report (SAR) or on an Institutional Student Information Record (ISIR).

Financial Need
The difference between the student’s cost of attendance (COA) and the Expected Family 
Contribution (EFC).

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
The application, filled out and filed by a student, which collects household and financial 
information used by the federal government to calculate the Expected Family Contribution 
(EFC).



Pell Grant
A federally funded grant, based on need, awarded through strict rules set by the Department 
of Education. If a student is eligible on the basis of these rules, an eligible school can pay the 
student his or her Federal Pell Grant to use to pay educational costs.

Student Aid Report
A federal output document sent to a student by the Federal application processor. The SAR 
contains financial and other information reported by the student on the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). That information is entered into the processing system, and 
the SAR is produced. The student’s eligibility for aid is indicated by the EFC, which is printed 
on the front of the SAR.

Verification
A procedure where a school must check the information a student reported on the FAFSA, 
usually by requesting a copy of signed tax returns filed by the student and, if applicable, the 
student’s parent(s) or spouse along with a completed verification statement.

Testing Terms

ACT Assessment
ACT assessment is a three-hour college entrance exam composed of four tests in academic 
areas (English usage, mathematics, reading, and science reasoning). Scores are reported on 
a scale of 1-36 for each academic area, as well as a composite score that averages the four 
tests. As well as using the ACT composite score as part of the admissions process, some col-
leges may award college course credit for ACT individual tests in the academic areas.

AP: Advanced Placement
AP tests, sponsored by the College Board, are three-hour exams, administered in May, 
based on AP college-level courses taken in high school. The results are reported on a scale 
of 1-5, and a college may use the results for college credit and/or course placement.

CEEB Number
Students will frequently be asked on forms for their high school’s CEEB (College Entrance 
Examination Board) number. The number is also called the “high school code number.” It is 
an identifying code and every high school has a unique number. Jenks High School’s CEEB 
number is 371905.



PSAT/MNSQT
Sponsored by the College Board, the PSAT/NMSQT is a 2 hour and 10 minute test composed 
of a verbal section, a math section, and a writing section. It is administered only in October. 
Each section is reported on a scale of 20-80. Another score, the Selection Index, is composed 
of the sum of the V+M+W. The PSAT Selection Index of the junior year is the qualifying fac-
tor for a student to be named as a National Merit Semi-Finalist and potential National Merit 
Scholarship recipient.

SAT Reasoning Test (formerly SAT I)
Sponsored by the College Board, the SAT Reasoning Test is a three-hour college entrance 
exam designed to measure verbal and math reasoning skills. Reasoning Test scores are re-
ported as separate verbal and math scores on a scale of 200-800.

SAT Subject Tests (formerly SAT II)
Sponsored by the College Board, these one-hour tests measure knowledge and skills in a 
particular subject and a student’s ability to apply the knowledge. Scores are reported on a 
scale of 200-800. Colleges may use the SAT Subject Test scores in several different man-
ners. Some colleges require the test for admission purposes. Some colleges award college 
course credit for specified scores on the tests. Other colleges use the scores to help place 
students in the appropriate college courses.

EOI or ACE Tests
State mandated tests in the following subjects: Geometry, Algebra I, Algebra II, Biology, Eng-
lish II, English III, US History. All Oklahoma high school students must take these tests.   

TOEFL: Test of English as a Foreign Language
This two-hour, multiple choice-test measures the English language proficiency of nonnative 
speakers of English. The test is usually taken by international students and is used by institu-
tions to make admissions decisions. The scores are also used for placement, scholarship, 
professional training selection, and for other educational or governmental screening purpos-
es.


