
Comprehension  

Comprehension is the goal of all reading.  It is the process of making meaning when reading. 

This process involves 3 components: the reader, the text and the context. 

What can parents do to foster reading comprehension of fiction texts (stories)?    

1.  Read to and with your child daily. (you read, they read or alternate reading) and read a variety of texts.   

2. When reading  with your child, talk about it afterwards. Discuss the beginning, middle and end of the story, 

rereading if necessary. 

3. Help your child identify the main character. “Who is the story about and how do you know?” 

4. Help your child identify the setting.  “Where and when does the story take place?” 

5. Help your child understand the plot.  “Somebody, wanted , but, so…….” 

6. Ask response questions.  “What would you do…..? or How do you feel…..? or What does this remind you of?” 

7. Let your child predict what comes next before reading on in a story. “What do you think will happen next?” 

8. Before reading talk, have your child look at the title and cover illustration.  Ask them what they think the story is 

about. 

9. Use open-ended questions instead of yes/no questions to encourage your child to think. 

10. Have your child rate the book on a scale of 1 (lowest) to 10 (highest) and give reasons for the rating.  This will 

help you select good books for at-home reading. 

 

 



What can parents do to foster reading comprehension on informational text?    

1.  Encourage your child to preview the headings.  Pick 1 or 2 and discuss what he or she expects to read about 

under that heading. 

2. Preview words in bold type and see if that word is defined in the margins or in a glossary.  Discuss  these words 

before you read. 

3. Discuss charts and graphs.  Ask questions such as what is the title of the graph or what can it tell us? 

4. Encourage your child to use pictures and captions to build comprehension. “What do you see in the picture and 

what does the caption tell you? 

5. Help your child practice identifying the main idea.  “This text is mainly about …..” 

6. It is important for your child to understand what is read but most informational text contains a great deal of 

information.  It is not necessary to remember every fact or detail.  After reading discuss three big ideas that 

focus on the most important information. 

7. If a child has to read a textbook then answer questions, have them read the questions first to set a purpose for 

reading. Then read the text and answer the questions. 

8. Play “Stump Me”.  After reading the text, your child asks you questions and tries to stump you.  If they stump 

you, have them show you in the text where the answer is or have them explain the answer to you. 

9. Help your child get ready to read the informational text. Look at the title, graphics and headings and discuss 

what your child already knows about the topic.   

10. Invite your child to be the teacher by teaching you or another family member about the key ideas from what 

they read.  


